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February 29, 2016

The Honorable Robert A. McDonald
Secretary

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Secretary McDonald:

We share your sentiment that our men and women in uniform deserve the very best care during their time
in service and upon their transition to veteran status. It is for this reason that we write to express our great
concern over the reinstatement of Ms. Diana Rubens to her position as Director of the Veterans Affair
Regional Office (VARO) in Philadelphia.

On 28 September 2015, the Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General (OIG) released an administrative
investigation entitled, “Inappropriate Use of Position and Misuse of Relocation Program and Incentives.”
This report concluded that Ms. Rubens “inappropriately used her position of authority for personal and
financial benefit.” The OIG found that Ms. Rubens received $274,019 in relocation expenses to move
from Washington, DC to Philadelphia, PA, a total of 140 miles. The report also alleged that Ms. Rubens
orchestrated this move from a position of power, for her own personal benefit. Although it was not
deemed inappropriate, the report additionally noted that Ms. Rubens retained a large salary, despite the
significant reduction in her responsibilities.

While we support the need for due process and the thorough review of all evidence before the
implementation of disciplinary action, Ms. Rubens’ resumption of her role as Director under such
circumstances seems inappropriate. We are concerned that this decision is not in the best interest of our
veterans or the staff who care for them at the Philadelphia VARO. To reinstate Ms. Rubens in her prior
role, at the same pay, is likely to further erode morale and the respect for accountability standards both at
this facility and across the VA. It is also our concern that this decision will increase the fear of
retribution, discourage whistleblowers from coming forward, and lead to a toxic work environment being

reestablished in Philadelphia.

Our nation prides itself on our sacred obligation to prepare and equip those we send into harm’s way, and
to care for them when they come home. For these reasons, we urge you to reconsider this action and the
impact this decision may have on the services we are providing to our veterans.

We thank you for your consideration of these concerns and look forward to continuing to work with you
in support of our nation’s veterans and those who serve them within the VA.

JW

John C. Carney, Jr. atrick Meehan
Member of Congress PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER Member of Congress

Sincerely,




Lou Barletta ' { Brendan Boyle : /

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Michael Fitzpaélck

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress




